HOME SEARCH ARCHIVE 


INDEX 


SUBJECTS 


The Deacons, Too, Ride by 
Night 


" If blood is going to be shed, we're going to let 
it run down Columbia Road — all kinds. We 
are not going to send Negro blood down 
Columbia all by itself." The Deacons, Too, Ride 
by Night 


THERE usually is a touch of ceremony in a 
cross-burning by the Ku Klux Klan. A carload 
of Klansmen drives into a Negro 
neighborhood and selects a lawn, gets out 
and plants the cross in the dirt, sets it afire 
and then drives away in solemn satisfaction. 
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Continued from Page 20) 
Southern Negroes—like the 
predominantly Northern Black 
Muslims before thom--have 
set out in a new direction. 
They are determined to prove 
to the white racists, and per- 
haps to themselves, that the 
Negro not only ean take it but 
that he also can dish t out. 

Dr. Pettigrew belixves that 
the emergence of the Deacons 
IS @ Sign Uf tnprovirg mental 
health among Negroes. Now, 
at last, Negroes car swallow 
their fears and talk openly of 
guns and organized defense 

“In a funny way." he 
“that's progress.” 


Wharcine the Deacor 


in Louisiana, one truck rr 
peatediy by the pride they in- 
spire among Negroes. It a 
racial pride, and the Deacons 
are not above racist dema- 
goguery and preacting con- 
tempt for all whi But. 


whatever their flaws, the Dea- 
cons have proved to be a nat- 


ural instrument for building 
community feeling ¢nd nour- 
ishing the Negro identity. 

Dr. Pettigrew has pointed 
out in his lectures and writ- 
ings that the members of an 
oppressed minority hive three 
ways of dealing with their op- 
pression: (1) they ean move 
toward the oppressor and seek 
equality with him, as the Na- 
tional Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People 
and the Congress ef itacial 
Equality have encowaged the 
American Negro to do; (2) 
they can seclude themselves 
and try to avoid contact with 
the oppressor, as was common 
in the old-time segregated 
South; (3) they cin move 
against the oppressor and 
fight him. 

‘The Deacons have chosen the 
third way. While they offi- 
cially advocate hitting only in 
retaliation, there is in their 
attitude an unmistakable ap- 
preciation of weapons and the 
prospect of using them on the 
white devil. It is easy to see 
how an oppressed community 
would rally around this noble 
belligerence. 

Anvther part of the Doa- 
cons’ appeal may be in what 
Mexicans call muchsmo, the 
brash rtion of masculini- 
ty. Dr. Stephen E. Salenger 
of Los Angeles, a resident 
in psychiatry who spent sev- 
eral days last month in Jones- 
boro as a member of (he Med- 
ical Committee for Human 
Rights, said in an inter- 
view there that he believed 
that the white sesregation- 
ist's reason for calling a Ne- 
gro man “boy” was to show 
his disrespect and te “desex” 
the Negro adult mile, or at 
least to deny that he was con- 
cerned with the Negro as a 
sexual or violent threat to the 
white man's supremacy. To 
combat this libel, he said, the 
Deacon openly flauats 
vorite phallic symbol—the gun 
--j jansnan does, 
thus asserting at one time his 
own sexual competence and his 
contempt for the white man’s 
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opinion. All Ums subconsciats- 
ly. of course. 

Whatever the psychological 
and sociological — underyin- 
nings, it is evident that ‘he 
Deacons are well on their vay 
to community leadership in 
the Lowns where they have be- 
come established. Deacons al- 
ready are the top Negro leid- 
ers in Bogalusa and Jonestro. 

Charlie Sims, the 42-y 
old leader of the Bogalusa Tea~ 
cons, is a good example of the 
new, nonmiddle -class Negro 
leader in the Southern cisil- 
rights movement. Of the .op 
three Negro leaders in Boga- 
lusa—all of whom are Deacons 

he probably is the nost 
popular. 

Mr. Sims is a part-time in- 
surance salesman with a yre- 
civil-rights police record in- 
cluding such offenses as as- 
sault and carrying a concealed 
weapon, In other times he 
Id have been simply a 
now he is a hero. Ne- 


arm aroiund 
errands, Wo- 


men look up to him, Even white 
civil-rights workers _ liotize 
him. A white civil-rights liw- 
yer said admiringly in his 
presence the other day, “One 
man I wouldn't want mad at 
me is Charli Sims.” 

Mr. Sims. a stocky, grayng 
man who seldom smiles, re- 
sponds predictably. He maxes 
a point of calling white re- 
porters by their first nanes, 
not in friendliness but in @n- 
descension. He approached the 
well-known Negro autor, 
Louis Lomax, after a miss 
meeting one night and, to let 
the author know that he 
ready to escort him to his 
room, growled in the tone of 
an order, “Let's go, Louis.” 

Mr. Sims carries a pisto} in 
his hip pocket. If the lump 
causes him discomfort when 
he sits down, he simply pulls 
ol out and tosses it 
like a package of cigarettes 
onto the nearest table. He has 
done this several times ir a 
room full of people, unnerving 
the faint-hearted and enhanc- 
ing his reputation as a hell of 
a fellow. 


'E of the Deacons’ ablest 
spokesmen is the executive s:c- 
retary of the parent chaper 
at Jonesboro. He is a 31-yeir- 
old football coach, biolegy 
teacher and part-time miniser 
named Frederick Dougias 
Kirkpatrick. He stands 6 fet 
3 inches, weighs 260 pourds 
and believes “there are oaly 
two ways to do things; that's 
right and wrong.” 

He also believes in dir:ct 
action. When a white landlrd 
refused to install indoor plunb- 
ing in his Negro houses, Mr. 
Kirkpatrick led a g 
young men and high 
students last’ spring 
privy-burning campaign, They 
burned 40 outhouses before 
they finished and that becane 
the Deacons’ first civic pmj- 
ect. The landlord put in ba.h- 
rooms. However, he refused to 
install sewer lines, and the 
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